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unconscious. The priest could not bear to see his mother
die in such despair, and requested the medical attendant
to jerk the lock of hair on her forehead, a custom which is
sometimes resorted to, when it is desired to bring back a
dying person to consciousness for the signing of a will,
or a last farewell word. The eyes opened, and the son
said, " Mother, look here at the list of your good deeds/*
But...again she pushed them away, and with the words,
" Lost! Lost! " upon her lips, she expired.
The father of Arnolis had been converted to Christianity
some years previously, and had endured much persecution.
At first his wife and children had deserted him, but his
persistent love and patience had finally won them over.
The family was a large one, but the father was determined
that his' children should have the fullest benefits of modern
education. Arnolis was sent to Trinity College, Kandy,
for his education, and after passing through successfully,
became a teacher there.
One day there fell into his hands, From Death unto Life,
by Haslam. As young Weerasooriya read this book he
became convinced of the fact that, though he was a
nominal Christian, he had never been truly converted.
He passed through a season of great agony of soul, but at
the morning service in the chapel, he suddenly realized
that his burden of sins had rolled away, and that he was
in very truth, born again.
" I am a child of God," he said to himself, and as he
uttered these words, his heart was flooded with joy. He
looked at the clock and noted the very moment the change
had taken place.
In the following letter Weerasooriya writes to tell his
father the news of his conversion.
20th July, 1882.
" My dear Father,
" The first and the chief news I have to tell you,
is that I have found Je$u$, fully and truly. I cannot
express how happy the mind is. It is a great reality
and a treasure not to be given up for the world. The
change took place last Sunday morning. This love
I wish to be telling always of. All difficulties sink in
the bottom of the ocean. All sins forgiven. No weight